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Turn over     

Pearson Edexcel 
Level 3 GCE

Candidate surname Other names

Total Marks

Centre Number Candidate Number

Please check the examination details below before entering your candidate information

Time
Paper
reference

History
Advanced
PAPER 3: Themes in breadth with aspects in depth
Option 33: The witch craze in Britain, Europe and  
North America, c1580–c1750

2 hours 15 minutes 9HI0/33

You must have:
Source Booklet (enclosed)

Instructions

• Use black ink or ball-point pen.
• Fill in the boxes at the top of this page with your name,  

centre number and candidate number.
• You must answer three questions.
• There are three sections in this question paper. Answer the question in  

Section A, one question from Section B and one question from Section C. 
• Answer the questions in the spaces provided  

– there may be more space than you need.

Information

• The total mark for this paper is 60. 
• The marks for each question are shown in brackets 

– use this as a guide as to how much time to spend on each question.

Advice

• Read each question carefully before you start to answer it.
• Check your answers if you have time at the end.
• Good luck with your examination.

P66264A
©2021 Pearson Education Ltd.
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SECTION A

Answer Question 1.

Study the source in the Source Booklet before you answer this question.

1 Assess the value of the source for revealing the criticisms raised with the Norfolk 
assize judges about witch-hunting in East Anglia in 1647 and Hopkins’ defence of  
his actions.

 Explain your answer, using the source, the information given about its origin and your 
own knowledge about the historical context.
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(Total for Question 1 = 20 marks)

TOTAL FOR SECTION A = 20 MARKS
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SECTION B

Answer ONE question in Section B.

You must start your answer to your chosen question on the next page.

EITHER

2 To what extent was the cause of the Pendle witch hunts economic?

(Total for Question 2 = 20 marks)

OR

3 ‘The Great Witch Hunt in Bamberg ended as a result of the influence of Emperor 
Ferdinand II and the Imperial Chamber Court.’

 How far do you agree with this statement?

(Total for Question 3 = 20 marks)
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Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box . If you change your 
mind, put a line through the box  and then indicate your new question with a cross .
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TOTAL FOR SECTION B = 20 MARKS
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SECTION C

Answer ONE question in Section C.

You must start your answer to your chosen question on the next page.

EITHER

4 How accurate is it to say that Reginald Scot’s The Discoverie of Witchcraft (1584) had 
the most significant impact on changing attitudes to witchcraft in Britain in the years 
c1580–c1750?

(Total for Question 4 = 20 marks)

OR

5 How significant were the founding of Gresham College (1597) and the Royal Society 
(1662) in the changing approaches to human understanding and knowledge in 
Britain in the years c1580–c1750?

(Total for Question 5 = 20 marks)



*P66264A02028*
20

 

 

Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box . If you change your 
mind, put a line through the box  and then indicate your new question with a cross .

Chosen question number: Question 4  Question 5 
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Source for use with Section A.

From Matthew Hopkins, The Discovery of Witches, published 1647. Here he is writing in 
response to a number of criticisms of his investigative techniques that had been raised 
with the assize judges in Norfolk. Hopkins is using the common format of a dialogue to 
address these criticisms.

Criticism 13

How can anyone believe that the Devil and the Witch, joining together, should 
have such power as the Witches, when they confess to killing a man, child, 
horse or cow? If we believe they can do what they will, then we deviate from 
God’s power who, for certain, limits the Devil and the Witch, and we cannot 
believe they have any power at all.

Answer

God suffers the Devil many times to do much hurt. The Devil does play the 
deluder with these Witches. The Devil persuades them that they are the source 
of a murder caused by him with their consent, when they had no part in it. The 
Devil is above 6,000 years old. By reason of his long experience, he must be 
the best scholar in all knowledge of arts and languages, and so have the best 
knowledge of what disease is present in a man’s body. This subtle Tempter, 
knowing such a man is prone to some sudden diseases, uses various Witches to 
cause death.

Criticism 14

All that the witch-finder does is to defraud the country of their money. He rides 
to towns to have employment and makes promises he cannot fulfil. It may be 
that he persuades many men that they have so many wizards and so many 
witches in their town. He encourages them to invite him and he does nothing 
to justify it.

Answer

You do the witch-finder a great deal of wrong in all of these criticisms.

1.  He never went to any town or place, unless they rode, wrote or sent for 
him, and were (for all he knew) glad of him.

2. He is a man that does reject that he ever detected a witch, or said, ‘Thou art 
a witch’ without evidence. It was only after her trial by search, and her own 
confession, that he detected a witch, as others may judge.

3. Lastly, judge how he defrauds the country, and enriches himself, by 
considering the ‘vast’ sum he takes of every town. He demands only 20 
shillings a town. He does sometimes ride 20 miles for that and gets no 
more even though he might stay a week there. This is the sum he takes, and 
no more, to maintain his three horses if he finds there three or four witches, 
or even if it is just one.
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